





Working Safely with Bales on the Farm

Information Sheet

® ltis essential that all tractors and front end loaders used Child safety and

to move bales are fitted with approved cabs to provide bales
falling objects protection (FOPS) and roll over protection
(ROPS). ® Ensure children are not

CASE STUDIES allowed play on top of
stacked bales or use the

stack as a play area/den.

A 33 year old farmer was found dead after he was
crushed between a silage bale mounted on the front
loader of his tractor and a feed barrier of the slatted unit.

® Do not allow children
to be present during

A 40 year old farmer was found trapped between stacking and

a silage bale on the loading attachment of a tele de-stacking work.
porter and the feeding barrier of a slatted shed. ® Do not allow children to
He was pronounced dead at the scene. ride on a stack of bales

A 48 year old man was killed in a field when a bale
dropped out of the baler wrapper and rolled over him.

being carried on a trailer
or on bale handling
equipment.

® Remove ladders to
prevent children gaining access.

@ Children should not be allowed in the farmyard or
fields where bales are being moved, handled or
transported.

Remember

® Make sure all workers, including employees, the
self-employed and contractors, are:

0 properly trained, a Y
Only consider stacking round bales on their ends if

they are to be stored within a secure, stable building O aware of the dangers,

where the building has sides or other suitable 0 aware of safe
measures provided to reduce the risk of bales falling working procedures,
out. A level, even floor surface is also required as is 0 equipped with, and
regular maintenance/checks of stacks. wear, appropriate
. . . personal protective
Transporting bales using trailers equipment,
and trucks ,
0 medically and
@ Trailers and trucks used to transport bales must physically fit forthe % _J
not be overloaded. work being carried
t,
® Bales should not overhang the edges of the trailer oY
or truck. 0 aware of what to do if working on their own, and
® Secure the load with suitable straps using double 0 aware of what to do if there is an accident or
straps at the rear of the load avoiding the need to emergency.
work at height. CASE STUDY
@ Avoid high speeds and take account of the effects A 9 year old child fell from a moving trailer
of weight of the load on the effectiveness of the transporting bales on the public road and died
braking and steering of the load. in hospital some days later.
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CHECKLIST \/

Some precautions to be taken before working with bales on the farm

Safety check Y/N

A risk assessment for work involving bales is carried out, including checking & discussing with
persons involved with the work;

® equipment to be used and its condition,

® experience, training and competency of all operators,

(

a traffic management plan prepared, understood and implemented by all working and
present on the farm,

ensure no pedestrians are present in the vicinity of work activity,

risks and what could go wrong,

controls or safe systems of work to be used including safe stop procedure,
safety of those not involved in the work, and

actions in case of emergency.

Children and other pedestrians are kept away from areas where bales are being moved or
stacked or they are under close supervision by an adult not involved with the work.

A safe work area has been identified where bales are being moved to or stacked (with
sufficient room to manoeuvre, even well drained ground, away from overhead power lines,
free of loose/trailing twine or plastic).

All bale handling equipment is suitable for the task and maintained in good order.

A SAFE STOP procedure is used at all times when dismounting from tractors and loaders
when moving bales or removing wrapping (handbrake on, stop engine, remove key).

A safe stacking method is used.

A safe system of work is used to ensure that bales will not fall or topple over when removing
bales from storage locations.

Safe methods are used for loading bales on and off trailers or trucks avoiding work at height
(with no overloading, using secure straps).

Loads are moved or transported at safe speeds on the farm and on public roads.

Brakes and lights on tractors, trailers, loaders, trucks are adequate and in good working order.

rFurther Information and Guidance: )
Visit our website at www.hsa.ie, telephone our contact centre on
1890 289 389 or email weu@hsa.ie V
Use BeSMART, our free online risk assessment tool at www.besmart.ie HEALTH AND SAFETY
Check out our range of free online courses at www.hsalearning.ie AUTHORITY J




