


REACH: the story so far and 
the next ten years 

Dublin, 15 June 2017 

Geert Dancet 

Executive Director 







5 

 





7 

• Classification information on 130,000 substances  

• 11 560 companies have registered substances 

• 60 134 registration dossiers for 16 124 substances 

• 173 substances of very high concern  

• 31 substances of concern require prior authorisation  

• 20 new restrictions on use of dangerous substances to 

reduce risks  

• 236 CLH opinions delivered by RAC    
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REACH REFIT evaluation 

• Legal obligation (Art 117 REACH) with input from: 

• Member States reports – June 2015 

• ECHA reports – June 2016, 2017 (advanced)  

• Commission, including thematic studies carried out between 
2014 and 2017 

• Open public consultation 

• SME panel 

• Eurobarometer on the perception of chemical safety by EU 
citizens 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REACH REFIT evaluation 

• Evaluation and Better Regulation Agenda 

• Full-fledged evaluation according to Better Regulation requirements 

• Evidence-based policy making 

• improved transparency and stakeholder involvement. 

• Evaluation questions to be addressed 

• To what extent has REACH been effective and efficient? 

• To what extent is REACH relevant for the EU and its citizens? 

• How coherent is REACH both internally and with other EU policies? 

• Has REACH achieved EU added-value? 

 



 Online Public Consultation: 28 October 2016 and 
28 January 2017 

 SME specific consultation via the Europe 
Enterprise Network carried out 

 Eurobarometer on perception of chemical safety 
published on 8 June 
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-
databases/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=9162  

 REACH Review 2017 website: 
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/chemicals/reach/review_en 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/reach/review_2017
_en.htm  

Roadmap, consultation strategy, list of thematic 
studies, Results of consultations 

 

 

Latest developments 
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http://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=9162
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/reach/review_2017_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/reach/review_2017_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/reach/review_2017_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/reach/review_2017_en.htm


Objectives: 

• Collect stakeholders views on strengths and 
weaknesses of REACH 

• Identify any possible missing element 

• Ensure transparency and stakeholder engagement 
 

Questionnaire: 

• Questions for general public 

• Specific questions concerning evaluation criteria 
and REACH procedures/mechanisms 

Online Public consultation (1/3) 



 Feedback expected: 

• Evidence (facts and figures) to identify and 
quantify effects (both positive and negative) of 
REACH 

• Evidence-based description of main challenges for 
your sector 

• Suggestions for burden reduction while preserving 
REACH objectives 

Online Public consultation (2/3) 



Online public consultation (3/3) 

 455 replies   

• 208 businesses, 142 industry associations,  

• 26 public authorities,  

• 21 NGOs, 8 academia, 6 consumer associations,    
5 trade unions 

• 20 citizens, 17 other 

 200 documents including position papers, 
academic articles, studies, presentations, test 
reports  

http://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-
databases/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=8952 

http://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=8952
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=8952
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=8952
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=8952
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=8952


One example of results: To what extent do you think 
REACH is achieving the following objectives?  
 

•   

 

1

2

3

4

5

6a consumer
protection

6f promote alternative
methods to animal

testing

6b worker protection 6c protection of
environment

6d free circulation of
chemicals on the
internal market

6e competitiveness
and innovation

business industry association government NGO total

not at all 

slightly 

somewhat 

substantially 

very much 



SME consultation  

 Specific questionnaire addressing issues relevant 
for SMEs: sources of information used, effects of 
REACH, links with national authorities 

 181 replies  

• 32 large enterprises 

• 63 medium-sized enterprises 

• 63 small enterprises 

• 23 microenterprises 

 Respondents profiles balanced in size and 
covering several REACH roles and sectors 

 



Example of results: REACH impact on 
research & innovation 
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Finalised studies 
• Study on low tonnages (1 to 10 tpa) – Final report adopted in March 2015 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/reach/pdf/1-10t%20InfReq%20Final.pdf  

• Study on polymers – Final report adopted in February 2015 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/reach/pdf/FINAL%20REPORT%20POLYMER%20SI
671025.pdf  

• Monitoring the impacts of REACH on competitiveness, innovation and SMEs – final 
report adopted in December 2015 

http://ec.europa.eu/DocsRoom/documents/14581/attachments/1/translations  

• Study on development of enforcement indicators for REACH and CLP –final report 
adopted in April 2015 

http://ec.europa.eu/DocsRoom/documents/10364/attachments/1/translations 

• Study on impacts of REACH and corresponding legislation governing the 
conditions for marketing and use of chemicals in different countries/regions on 
International competitiveness of the EU industry – final report adopted in December 
2016 

http://ec.europa.eu/DocsRoom/documents/20001  

• Study on Substance Identity (SID) in REACH. Analysis of SID and substance 
sameness of complex substances  

http://ec.europa.eu/DocsRoom/documents/17805/attachments/1/translations/en/renditions/na
tive  
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Ongoing studies 

• Study on costs and benefits of REACH 
authorisation – launched in September 2016; 
targeted survey ongoing; feedback to be 
gathered by end of March; Interim report 
submitted by end of April and final report 
expected in September 
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Next steps 

Publication of the summary of the open public 
consultation in the REACH REFIT evaluation 
webpages 

 

Submission of the Evaluation Report (Staff Working 
Document) to the Regulatory Scrutiny Board 

 

Commission Report and Staff Working Document to 
be adopted and published in autumn 2017 

 



One important element in the evaluation is 
coherence – within REACH and with other 
legislation 

Among these, the interface between REACH and 
OSH has a lot of attention: 

 Commission Workshop in November 2014 

 Submission by the Cross-Industry Initiative to 
the REFIT platform 

 Commission Communication on the outcome of 
the OSH REFIT (COM (2017) 12 final) 

 Commission mandates to SCOEL and RAC on 
their methodologies to derive limit values or 
dose/response curves 

 



 

This presentation does not necessarily reflect the official 
opinion of the Commission. 

 

For further information on 
REACH and the REACH REFIT 
evaluation, please visit: 
 
ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/chemicals/reach/ 

ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/reach  

echa.europa.eu    

http://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/chemicals/reach/revie
w_en 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/reach/review_
2017_en.htm  

 

 

Thank  
you 
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The Competent Authority 

view - past and future 

Sharon McGuinness 

15 June 2017 



In the beginning….. 



REACH adopted on 18 December 2006 

The purpose of the Regulation:  
 

• Ensure a high level of protection of human health and 
the environment  

• Promote alternative methods for assessment of 
hazards of substances 

• Promote the free circulation of substances on the 
internal market  

• Enhance competitiveness and innovation 

 



Introduced a sea-change in chemical 

regulation 

• Reversal of the burden of proof - Industry responsible for 
their own substances 

 

• Level playing field between old and new substances 

 

• Animal testing as a last resort 

 

• Communication required up/down the supply chain 

 

• Central agency (ECHA) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What would it really mean…… 

• More data on chemicals  

 

• Focus on risk management rather than hazard 
identification 

 

• Focus on substances of very high concern (SVHCs) 

 

• Faster and more transparent decision making 

 

 

 



In preparing for REACH, Ireland… 

• Introduced the Chemicals Act 2008 – 3 Competent 
Authorities 

 

• Health and Safety Authority – lead CA and 
enforcement agency 

 

• Established the REACH Helpdesk 

 

 



As lead CA, our priorities were & remain 

the same 

• Fulfil our CA functions with a view to ensuring hazards 
(SVHCs) are correctly identified and risks properly 
controlled 

 

• Support IE stakeholders, particularly SMEs  

  

• Enforce   

 

 

 



Some facts and figures….. 



REACH and CLP facts and figures……. 

• Classification information on 130,000 substances 

• 11,560 companies have registered substances 

• 60,134 registration dossiers for 16,124 substances 

• 319 substances subject to evaluation 

• 173 substances of very high concern 

• 31 substances of concern require prior authorisation 

• 20 new restrictions on use of dangerous substances to reduce 
risks 

• 236 CLH opinions delivered by RAC 

 

 

 

 



REACH & CLP facts and figures - IE 

• Ireland is 8th overall in number of registrations  

 

• 1735 registrations for 851 substances (3.46% of EEA 
total) 

 

• 1352 are OR registered substances – 11.63% of EEA 

 

• 427 Intermediate registrations – 3.92% of the EEA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Breakdown of IE Registrations - 

Company Size 

• Large  - 1426 registrations  - 3.31% of EEA total 

 

• SME - 308 registrations - 4.38% of EEA total 

 

• 150 - Medium company (3.90%  of EEA) 

• 112 - Small company (4.90% of EEA) 

• 47 - Micro company (5.04% of EEA) 

 



REACH & CLP facts and figures - IE 

• 3 companies have applied for authorisation to-date 

 

• 1 company has had an authorisation application 
approved 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



As Lead CA, we have……. 

• Evaluated 3 substances under substance evaluation 

• Participated in relevant ECHA committees and groups - 
MSC, RAC, Forum on Enforcement, Helpnet  

• Represented IE at CARACAL and REACH Article 133 
Committee 

• Acted as rapporteurs for authorisations, restrictions & 
MSC recommendations 

• Contributed to the SVHC Roadmap  

 

 

 

 



As Lead CA, we have……. 

• Answered 2,299 REACH and 1,192 CLP queries 

 

• Advised 1000s of stakeholders through seminars, workshops, 
bulletins 

 

• Held meetings with 100s of trade bodies and companies 

 

• Published 60+  information sheets and guidance docs 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stakeholder Guidance  



The Consumer 



As enforcement authority, we have……. 

• Conducted 7826 REACH & CLP related inspections  

 

• Integrated REACH inspection into other enforcement areas – 
Seveso, Occupational H&S 

 

• Developed market surveillance programme and checked >1000 
chemical products including Liquitabs, E-liquids etc. 

 

• Engaged in 5 REACH Enforcement Projects (REF), pilot projects 
and working groups in the Forum on Enforcement 

 

 

 

 

 



Chemical Enforcement Findings 2016 

260 
REACH/CLP 
inspections 

Market 
Surveillance 

281 Chemical 
Products  

14 detailed 
REACH/CLP 

Audits  

3 
Manufacturers 

1 O/R 

8 
Importers 

199 
Downstream users 

incl.  17 formulators 
87 distributors 

• Covered by an authorisation 
application further up supply 
chain 

31 
Carcinogens 

Cat. 1A and 1B  

10 Mutagens 
Cat. 1A and 1B 

43 Reproductive 
toxins  

58 Sensitisers 

160 Rapex Alerts  
• 74 China 
• 23 India 
• 11 USA 
• 8 Pakistan 
 

4 SVHC, 2 of which subject to authorisation 



Future Challenges 



Within REACH…. 

• Meeting 2018 Registration deadline – SMEs 

• 2018 registration is not the end 

• Quality of data  

• OSH-REACH overlaps 

• Substances in articles/products 

• Downstream Users – niche sectors & SMEs 

• Nanomaterials and Endocrine disruptors 

• Use of the data generated in REACH more widely 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Other issues 

• REACH Evaluation  

 

• Circular Economy – Chemicals/Products/Waste 

 

• Non-toxic Environment 

 

• Brexit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank You 




