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* All references to regulations are to the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work (General Application Regulations) 2007 (S.I. 299, 2007 Part 3 - Electricity)

Procedural Guidelines for Working on Electrical Installations

Electro-Technical

Council of Ireland Limited

This Chart was prepared by the Electro Technical Council of Ireland (ETCI) 

As the ETCI's role has been taken over by the National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI)and the Comission for the Regulation 

Regulation of Utilities, (CRU) the HSA is happy to publish this abridged guidance to working safely on electrical installations.  . 

It gives practical visual guidance to Part 3 of the 2007 General Application Regulations.

Ensure suitable 
precautions are taken and 

suitable protective 
equipment is used

Regs  86(1)(d).

Ensure adequate working 
space, access and lighting.

Restrict access to areas of live 
work

Reg 87

Ensure accompaniment by another 
person as necessary.

2nd person to be trained 
to render assistance.

Reg 86(1)(d)

Step 1.
Decide the work 

assignment that needs to 
be undertaken.

Step 2.
Define the work methods 

that will apply.

Step 3.
Plan the work.
Regs 78, 86,88

Step 4.
Carry out the work.

Step 5.
Restore to service.

Actions by responsible persons
- Contracts Manager
- Site foreman
- Supervisor

Identify the circuit or equipment to be 
worked on.

Reg  78*

Can the normal 
policy of dead 

working be 
employed ?
Regs 85, 86.

Can live 
working be 
justified?

1. Is it reasonable to work live?
Reg 86 (1) (d) (ii).

2. Can suitable safety precautions be taken?
Reg 86 (1) (d) (iii).

Authorise 
live working.

No

Authorise 
dead working.

Yes

Specify correct 
systems of work.

Regs 85, 86

Specify the level of 
supervision and 
'lone-working'
Regs 86, 88.

Select and instruct 
competent 
workers.

Regs 86, 88.

Ensure correct 
working 

methods.
Regs 85, 86

Provide and ensure 
use of appropriate 

protective 
equipment

Regs 86, 87.

Provide workers with:
- Information

- Tools and instruments
- Instruction

Reg 86

Arrange for management 
checks and supervision 

of work.
Regs 86, 88.

Implement the authorised 
working practice:

Dead or Live       

Cut off supply
Switchout, Isolate

Regs 85

Secure against 
reconnection.

Retain lock-out keys 
Post  caution and danger 

notices.
Regs 78, 86

Prove circuit or 
equipment dead

Regs 86

Apply circuit main 
earth(s)

where necessary.
Regs 86

Take precautions 
against adjacent live 
parts as necessary

Regs 86(1)(c)

Issue permit to work 
where necessary.

Reg 86(1)

Apply local earth(s) 
where necessary

Regs 86.

Dead Working 
Safe,

Commence Work

Sign off Job Cards
Sign off Permits-to-Work
Obtain re-commissioning 

signature

Update Safety Records

Yes

Dead

Live Working Safe,
Commence WorkLive
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