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Driving

Probably the most dangerous ( and most 
common) task we complete during our lives
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Ireland
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Serious Injuries- Ireland 
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FACTORS
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Interaction - Factors
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Primary Causation Factors 

• Speed

• Impairment

• Distraction

• Personal Protection Equipment (PPE)

• Vehicle conditions (13%)

• Environment conditions (34%)
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Speed

• Severity

• Frequency

The faster the speed, the bigger the mess
Excessive and inappropriate speed is the number one road safety problem in many 
countries, often contributing to as much as one third of fatal accidents and an 
aggravating factor in all collisions  OCED 2006
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Speed Contd.

10Wednesday, June 09, 2010



Speed Enforcement
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Impairment

• Alcohol
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Alcohol Enforcement
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The following medicines have side-effects that may reduce your driving ability.
– Sleeping tablets

– Anti-depressants

– Sedatives, tranquilizers or other  medicines for anxiety

– Some pain killers

– Some allergy or hay fever medicines

– Many cough and cold remedies (can cause drowsiness or poor 
co-ordination)

– Some anti-nausea medicines

– Some medicines for epilepsy

– Some medicines for high blood pressure or heart conditions

– Some medicines for diabetes

Drugs - What medicines affect driving?
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Distraction
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Mobile Phone
Usage

Total 
Observations

Use of 
Mobile 
Phone

% Using 
Mobile Phone

Athlone  & Surrounds 4059 71 2%

Cork 4664 576 12%

Dublin 6817 248 4%

Dundalk  / Drogheda 3797 132 3%

Galway 5036 184 4%

Limerick 5038 333 7%

Maynooth & Surrounds 4538 425 9%

Total 33,949 1,969 6%
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Seat belts
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Work Related Road Safety

Summary (1997-2008)

 Of the 4,153 fatal collisions 860 (21%) involved a work related 
vehicle and was used in connection with travelling to and from 
work

 Of the 11,370 serious injury collisions 1,734 (15%) involved a 
work related vehicle and was used in connection with travelling 
to and from work

 Of the 66,830 minor injury collisions 8,814 (13%) involved a 
work related vehicle and was used in connection with travelling 
to and from work
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Trends in Work Related Road Collisions, 
1997-2008
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An investigation into the official data sources 
and collection methods used to capture 

selected work-related death statistics in the 
Republic of Ireland. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

A report prepared for the Department of Enterprise, Trade and 

Employment and the Health and Safety Authority by the School of 
Public Health and Population Science, Centre for Safety and Health 

at Work, University College Dublin. 

 
 
  

 

January 2007 
 

 

                            

“In Ireland, this problem 
has been shown to exist in 
the small geographical area 
of Co. Kildare, where, in a 
three-year period, the 
number of work-related 
road traffic fatalities was 
more than double that of 
the work fatalities reported 
to the HSA under the 
workplace accident 
notification scheme”.
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RSA Webpage
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Road Safety Authority - INTERVENTIONS

• CPC Certificate of Professional Competency 

• ADI Approved Drivers Instructions

• CBT Compulsory Basic Training  (Motorcyclists) 

• GDL Graduated Driving Licence

• Consultations (Fitness to Drive, Motorcycling)

• Rules of the Road – Translation

• Information leaflets

• Road Safety for Work Guidelines /CDRom 
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Road Safety Authority 
Publications
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Road Safety Strategy 2007 – 2012

 Action Number 10 : Develop a template for employers on employee 
road safety education which can be rolled out nationally
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Introduction - Driving for work CD-Rom
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Thank you 
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