
Driving for Work -

The Road 

Landscape.

Con O’Donohue, Superintendent,

Garda National Traffic Bureau.



Road Safety – Saves Lives – It Could Be Yours !

“It Won’t Happen 

To Me!” 
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Fatalities to Date ( 31.05.10 )

89
( Down 18 on Last Year )

Drivers: 42 Pedestrians: 24

Passengers: 16 Motorcyclists: 6 (+ 1 pillion)



1985 914,758

1990 1,054,259

1995 1,262,503

2007 2,539,090



Registered Goods Vehicles.

Year Registered Goods 
Vehicles

2000 205,575

2002 219,510

2004 251,130

2006 318,604

2008 345,874



Road Safety – Saves Lives – It Could Be Yours !

Collision Investigation.

An Garda Síochána – incl FCI Unit

(Prepare file for DPP- Coroner or Civil Court)

Health & Safety Authority

MEDIA ! 
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Road Traffic Acts 1961-2006.

Section 54(2)  - Defect owner knows of OR

could have discovered by the 

exercise of ordinary care.

Section 103(4) – Owner’s duty to disclose 

driver at time of alleged fixed charge

offence

Section 107(4) – Owner’s duty to disclose 

driver at time of alleged 

offence.            





60Km/h                 85%

50Km/h                 45%

30Km/h                   5%
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Collisions – Primary Causes

1. Inappropriate Speed

2. Impaired Driving

3. Fatigue

4. Seat Belts

5. Distractions









Road Safety – Saves Lives – It Could Be Yours !

How fast to turn over a standard car?

30 Km/h?

40 Km/h?

50 Km/h?

60 Km/h?

80 Km/h?

100 Km/h?











 Slows reflexes

 Impairs muscle 

coordination

 Affects judgment 

& decision making

 Affects mood & emotions

 Can impair vision & 

hearing

 Reduces the ability to 

perceive  risks



 Restlessness or day dreaming

 Yawning

 Aches and pains

 Lazy ‘staring’ eyes

 Variation in speed of vehicle

 ‘Wandering’ across lanes











DISTRACTIONS???





Do You Stop on the 

Hard Shoulder?



Heavy Goods 

Vehicles
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Most Common

Vehicle

Defects
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Other Issues.

1. Quarry Entrance

2. Overweight

3. Driver CPC

4. Magnets




